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greatest anger was aroused by what he called the " demoralization " my act would bring into his company.
" You put that bee in their bonnets and its buzzing will drown all commands, threats, or reasons. Every mother's son and daughter of them will demand the right to starl Why, confound it! Jimmie Lewis, who has had one try at it, is twisting and writhing to get at it again — even now; and as for Miss Davenport, she will simply raise the dead over her effort to break out starring, and Ethel — oh, well, she's free now to do as she likes. But you star one week and you'll see how quick she will take the cue, while Miss — oh, it's damnable I You can't do it! it will set everyone on end! "
" If you will give me a salary equal to that of other people, who do much less work than I do, I will stay with you," I said.
But he wanted me to keep to the small salary and let him " make it up to me," meaning by that, his paying for the stage costumes and occasional gifts, etc. But that was not only unbusiness-like and unsatisfactory — though he undoubtedly would have been generous enough — but it was a bit humiliating, since it made me dependent on his whims and, worst of all, it opened the door to possible scandal, and I had but one tongue to deny with, while scandal had a thousand tongues to accuse with.
It was a queer whim, but he insisted that he could not give me the really modest salary I would remain for, though, in his own words, I should have " three times its value." Finally we agreed that I should give him three months of the season every year as long as he might want my services, and the rest of the season I should be free to make as much money as I could, starring. He told me to go ahead and make engagements at once to produce " L'Article 47 " or " Alixe "— I to pay him a heavy nightly royalty for each play, and when my engagements were completed to bring him the list, that he might not produce " Alixe " with his company before me in any city that I to visit, I did as he had requested me, I was bound